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Please silence all mobile phones and electronic devices. Photography, video and  
audio recording, and texting are prohibited during the performance. 

#ugapresents

FRI, FEB 23, 7:30 pm 
Hodgson Concert Hall

VOCES8
Draw on Sweet Night

Supported by 
ROBERT PAUL
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General Management of VOCES8 is provided by Robin Tyson  
at Edition Peters Artist Management.
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PROGRAM 

GIOVANNI CROCE (1557-1609)

Buccinate in neomenia tuba

THOMAS TALLIS (1505-1585)

Te lucis ante terminum (Festal) 
ALEC ROTH (b. 1948)

Night Prayer

MAX REGER (1873-1916)

Nachtlied 
ARVO PÄRT (b. 1935)

Morning star

PAUL SIMON (b. 1941), arr. Emily Dickens
The 59th Street Bridge Song (Feelin’ Groovy) 
DON MCLEAN (b. 1945), arr. Jim Clements
Vincent

JOHN SHEPPARD (1557-1558)

Libera nos I + II 
GUSTAV HOLST (1874-1934)

Nunc dimittis

INTERMISSION 

CAROLINE SHAW (b. 1982)

and the swallow

JOHANNES BRAHMS (1833-1897)

Nachtwache I & II

TALLIS
Tu lucis ante terminum (Ferial) 
KERENSA BRIGGS (b. 1991)

Media Vita

ARTHUR SULLIVAN (1842-1900)

The long day closes 
JOHN WILBYE (1574-1638)

Draw on sweet night
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KATE RUSBY (b. 1973), arr. Jim Clements
Underneath the Stars 
HERB MAGIDSON (1906-1986) & ALLIE WRUBEL, (1905-1973) 
arr. Blake Morgan
The Masquerade Is Over 
JIMMY VAN HEUSEN (1913 -1990), arr. Alexander L’Estrange
Come Fly With Me 

PERFORMERS 
ANDREA HAINES, soprano
MOLLY NOON, soprano
KATIE JEFFRIES-HARRIS, alto
BARNABY SMITH, artistic director, countertenor
BLAKE MORGAN, tenor
EUAN WILLIAMSON, tenor
CHRIS MOORE, baritone
DOMINIC CARVER, bass   
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PROGRAM NOTES
A place inhabited by the moon and 
stars, by solitude, dreams, fears and 
prayers, the night has given us  
centuries of exquisite poetry and 
music. Our nocturnal program has 
a wide-ranging repertoire stretching 
from Venetian Renaissance composer 
Giovanni Croce to the contemporary 
cross-genre American Pulitzer Prize 
winner, Caroline Shaw. The sacred 
music here takes us from the end of 
the day into night, praying 

for God’s protection during sleep, and 
gives thanks for Christ the morning 
star. And just as Kerensa Briggs’s 
Media Vita reminds us that in the 
midst of life we are in death, so Arthur 
Sullivan’s “The Long Day Closes” uses 
the approaching night as a metaphor 
for the end of life. Selections from our 
arrangements of pop and jazz feature 
swing tunes and ballads.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS 
VOCES8

The 2023 Grammy-nominated British vocal ensemble VOCES8 is proud to inspire 
people through music and share the joy of singing. Touring globally, the group 
performs an extensive repertory both in its a cappella concerts and in collaborations 
with leading musicians, orchestras, conductors and soloists. Versatility and a  
celebration of diverse musical expression are central to the ensemble’s performance 
and education ethos which is shared both online and in person.

VOCES8 has performed at many notable venues since its inception in 2005 
including Wigmore Hall, Elbphilharmonie Hamburg, Berlin Philharmonie, Cité de 
la Musique Paris, Vienna Konzerthaus, Tokyo Opera City, NCPA Beijing, Sydney 
Opera House, Mariinsky Theatre Concert Hall, Victoria Concert Hall Singapore, 
and Palacio de Bellas Artes Mexico City, amongst many others. This season they 
perform more than 100 concerts in the UK, across Europe, the USA, Australia, 
and Asia.

They have collaborated in concert and in the recording studio with musicians  
including Paul Simon, Jacob Collier, Eric Whitacre, Christopher Tin, Olafur  
Arnalds, Cody Fry, Rachel Podger, Jack Liebeck, Bomsori Kim, Jonathan Dove, the 
English Chamber Orchestra, the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the Philharmonia 
Orchestra, and others.

VOCES8 is passionate about music education and is the flagship ensemble of 
music charity the VOCES8 Foundation, which actively promotes “Music Education 
For All.” Engaging in a broad range of in-person outreach work that reaches up 
to 40,000 people a year, the Foundation runs an annual program of workshops 
and masterclasses at the VOCES8 Centre at St Anne & St Agnes Church, London. 

Dedicated to supporting promising young singers, VOCES8 awards eight annual 
choral scholarships through the VOCES8 Scholars initiative. These scholarships 
are linked to the annual Milton Abbey Summer School at which amateur singers 
of all ages learn and perform with VOCES8. Through the separate VOCES8 USA 
Foundation there is another set of twelve talented scholars.

VOCES8’s entrepreneurial and community spirit is fostered by co-founders Paul 
and Barnaby Smith. The Covid-19 pandemic gave the impetus for VOCES8 to 
transform its already exceptional offerings, nurturing a new online audience 
community and providing a chance to engage with classical music in new ways. 
Pioneering initiatives include the LIVE From London online festival and the  
VOCES8 Digital Academy.

LIVE From London was created as a specific response to the pandemic. Winning 
praise for its collaborative approach with artists, press and audiences around the 
world the team has delivered ten digital festivals to date, broadcasting more than 
100 concerts and selling 250,000 tickets around the world. The VOCES8 Digital 
Academy is an online choral program for high schools, colleges, and individuals  
featuring live interaction with members of the ensemble, live and recorded lectures, 
and video resources to learn and perform music from the Renaissance to today. 
Both LIVE From London and the Digital Academy are filmed by VOCES8 Studios, 
the in-house recording company.

Alongside their online work VOCES8 is heard regularly on albums, international 
television and radio. The ensemble is a Decca Classics artist, also releasing on its 
own label, VOCES8 Records. The Decca Classics recording of Christopher Tin’s 
“The Lost Birds” featuring VOCES8 and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra was 
nominated for a Grammy award in 2023. The newest albums are A Choral  
Christmas, in which VOCES8 joins its own Foundation Choir and Orchestra in a 
joyful selection of favorite carols with sparkling new arrangements and featuring 
the premiere recording of Taylor Scott Davis’s “Magnificat”; Home, conducted by 
Eric Whitacre, featuring his extraordinary work The Sacred Veil, which reached the 
top of the classical charts in both the UK and USA; and Seven Psalms by Paul 
Simon, in which VOCES8 was thrilled to participate.

VOCES8 is proud to be working with Ken Burton as the group’s composer-in- 
residence and Jim Clements as arranger-in-residence. The ensemble has  
premiered commissions from Jonathan Dove, Roxanna Panufnik, Roderick  
Williams, Paul Smith, Jocelyn Hagen, Melissa Dunphy, Ken Williams, Taylor Scott 
Davis, Alexander Levine, Alexia Sloane, Alec Roth, Ben Parry, Ola Gjeilo, Mårten 
Jansson, Philip Stopford, Graham Lack, Thomas Hewitt Jones, and Owain Park. 
They publish arrangements of its music, original compositions, and educational 
material with the new digital VOCES8 Publishing house, and with Edition Peters. 
The VOCES8 Method written by Paul Smith is a renowned and unique teaching 
tool now available in four languages that adopts music to enhance development in 
numeracy, literacy and linguistics.


